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Cuddles Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/180252872015439/ 

Cuddles E-mail: cuddles.uk@hotmail.co.uk 

Cuddles Yahoo Group https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/Cuddles/info  

Cuddles Website: https://cuddlesuk.wordpress.com/  

Funds 

As of 28th Feb 2018, the Cuddles Santander bank account has a healthy balance of 
£3,088.05. Our members have raised a total of £43.21 through Easy-fundraising from 
Mar 2017 – Sept 2017. Thank you to everyone that has supported us by donating money to 
cover postage costs or has donated stamps that can be used to help send out thank-you 
cards and newsletters. 

It has become more difficult to raise money by selling on used stamps so we will not be 
continuing to collect any more of these.  

Hospitals we have supplied 

Since September 2018 we have supplied the following hospitals:  

Birmingham Women’s Hospital Mortuary, Coventry University Hospital, Croydon University 
Hospital, Homerton University Hospital, Kingston Maternity Unit, Lister Hospital, 
Memorial Hospital (Darlington), Milton Keynes Hospital, Norfolk & Norwich Hospital, 
North Middlesex Hospital, Northwick park Mortuary, St Mary’s Maternity Unit (Poole), 
UCLH and Whipps Cross Hospital.  
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Thank you letters and emails from parents and hospitals 

We recently lost our son who was born too early. We want to send our heartfelt gratitude 
at what you do for people like us. At such a distressing time, we both wondered what we 
could possibly dress our son in who was so tiny and to our amazement the nurse produced 
these beautiful tiny garments and tiny blankets which may seem like such a small gesture 
but which brought such a huge sense of hope. We were truly overwhelmed with such 
thought and care. Being dressed we take for granted and having clothes we take for 
granted until such a time as this when we honestly did not know what to do with our tiny 
baby who was swaddled only a hospital towel. Thank you so much. Please continue your 
great work. May God bless your institution. 
 
I understand that the organisation of Cuddles knit beautiful pouches / gowns / 
blankets for our little babies here at Birmingham women’s hospital. I would just like to say 
we really appreciate your time in making these lovely items for the babies who have sadly 
passed away. 
 
Thank you very much for the beautiful knitted and crocheted items very generously 
donated to our unit. They will be used in our Bereavement room for babies loved and lost, 
and we have sent some to the Gynae ward also. Gifts such as these are always greatly 
appreciated, and we will keep your details, as sadly we will require more in the future.  
  
Many thanks for all the lovely items you have provided us with! They really do help to bring 
comfort to families at very difficult times. (Poole Hospital) 
 
We received the cribs over the Xmas period. I cannot tell you how grateful we all are 
They are so beautiful and they are perfect for our little ones. We have all fallen in love 
with the tiny teddies!! We’d be grateful for any more that you can send in order to 
continue to provide the service to our Gynae ward. It will make such a difference to the 
parent’s experiencing mid-trimester loss (UHCW) 
 
Our bereaved mothers really appreciate it when their babies are well dressed, it helps 
with their grieving process. 
(UCLH) 
 
News from here at Cuddles Central 
 
Those of us that are members of the Cuddles Yahoo group have continued to find it almost 
impossible to access the group (through no fault of our own) so it would be fantastic to 
see more members heading over to the Cuddles UK Facebook group instead. It is a closed 
group, just like the Yahoo one, so whatever you post there will only be seen by the group’s 
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members and we can control who we do and don’t allow to be part of the group. It is easy 
to post within the group and to reply by commenting on someone else’s post and it is also 
easy to add photos to the group. I am in the process of making photo albums within the 
Facebook group and will gradually add photos of the wonderful items both our online and 
postal members make for Cuddles. 
 
We continue to have huge stocks of most items, though we are running low of white or 
cream cribs in all sizes and small white / cream / yellow angel’s pockets. (Ideally these 
should be 4 – 6” square). We have recently had a request for very delicate cribs that 
would suit babies right down to the size of a thumbnail so get your thinking caps on and 
let’s see what ideas we can come up with! We could also do with some hooded wraps, 
knitted or crocheted in 3ply or 4ply, again in neutral colours. 
 
Interruptions to normal service 
 
I would like to apologise in advance if there are any delays in me letting people know that 
their parcels have arrived this year. I will do my best to get to the sorting office once a 
fortnight but there will be times when this is impossible as one of my sons is due to have 
several admissions to hospital for tests, and potentially for brain surgery, with a view to 
trying to stop the seizures he has been suffering from for the last 4 ½ years. I am also 
aware that he may need a lot of additional care and support if he does have surgery but I 
cannot predict how much this will affect our everyday life at the moment. We also do not 
have a definite timescale for these hospital admissions. 
 
Anyone up for a challenge? 
 
I will do my utmost to keep Cuddles going, as it is a wonderful group of people that makes 
an incredible difference to the lives of bereaved parents. However, if there is anyone out 
there that feels like they could take on the running of the group I would be very grateful 
as it would allow me to focus on my son’s needs without worrying about falling behind with 
everything I do for Cuddles. All you would need is room to store the current stock (it 
currently fills most of a tiny box room) and some basic computer skills that would allow 
you to write newsletters, send emails, moderate the Facebook group, order labels and 
packaging materials online and access online banking. I have really enjoyed running Cuddles 
for the last 3 ½ years and I really hope we can find a way to keep the group going long into 
the future.  
 
Thank you all for your continuing support. 
 
Karen B 
March 2018  


